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PRESS RELEASE

The One Historic Garden project – background information


Several ‘big guns’ in local and international government, as well as three local Trusts, have put their weight behind this ambitious project to invest some £4.5 million in seven historic gardens and parks in South and West Wales. It is, in fact only part of an even bigger plan creating four new tourism ‘centres of excellence’ in Wales. 
Fifty per cent of the restoration work is funded by the European Regional Development Fund through Visit Wales and the Welsh Government and the other 50% is from local authorities or individual Trusts. 
The seven gardens in the One Historic Garden project, share a Victorian legacy, but are very different in style - each bringing its own characteristic to the group. The aim of the project is to enhance and improve the properties, restore where necessary, and generally raise their profile of each so they can make the best of their many assets.

At Bryngarw Country Park, Bridgend the emphasis of OHG finding has been to promote the country park as a centre for excellence. A new visitor centre has been built as a multipurpose resource. The overall visitor experience has been improved with upgraded signage and interpretation, improvements to the car park –and possibly most enjoyable for all for the visitor - a radical new café, specialising in home cooked and local food.
At Margam Country Park, Neath Port Talbot an important part of the funding is going towards improvement in the gardens including the restoration of the Broadwalk linking the Orangery and Castle, conservation works to the Grade 1 listed Temple of the Four Seasons, restoration of the linked cottage, the restoration of the ha-ha, rebuilding the old garden walls and replanting the terraces. Much important work involving drainage and pipelines will go unseen as it is all underground but the benefits to the Japanese Garden and the Orangery fountains will be very evident.
Cwmdonkin Park, Swansea (Council)
Much of the OHG funding here has already taken place as Cwmdonkin prepares to celebrate the centenary of Welsh poet Dylan Thomas in 2014 and to host the many visitors expected to make the pilgrimage. Entrances have been made more welcoming; the shelters, bandstand and signage improved; some better paths and seating put in; the Bowls Pavilion has been restored to include a lively new café, a focal seating area in the heart of the park has been established and the massed bedding plants for which the park has long been famed, are to be expanded this summer.
Penllergare Valley Wood, Swansea (Trust) 
OHG funding will restore and regenerate the historically and culturally important landscape of Penllergare Valley Woods for the benefit of the local people and tourists and help to bring this magnificent valley back to life. The project will evolve over a five year period, slowly stabilising and conserving the historic landscape fabric and its character - building on the sense of community ownership, volunteer involvement and responsibility. Paths are being cleared, and new routes linking the valley to other walks are being cut through, a hidden terraced garden is being brought back to life, ponds are being dredged and improvements made to its economic and environmental sustainability.  Access for visitors will be improved and a café and car park added. 
Aberglasney Mansion, Carmarthenshire

Now the magnificent garden at Anglesey has been restored, attention is turning to the Georgian mansion and funding from OHG will allow the ground floor of the house with its magnificent main hall to open to the public. The room in the northeast corner, reached off the Hall, will provide the main focus for orientation and interpretation – to include an audio-visual display along with interpretive panels and pictures- while rooms in the East Wing will provide much needed washroom facilities.
Scolton Manor, Pembrokeshire 
OHG will be funding the restoration of the Victorian Walled Garden compound and the revival of the old walled garden back into a working kitchen garden. This will include working with the BlueSkys charity, which aims to produce naturally grown plants, shrubs, vegetables and fruit using organic growing  and which will also provide work and education for a number of people with disabilities. The stable block will also be restored, housing a new Bee Keeping Centre and Honey kitchen.
National Trust Colby Woodland Gardens, Pembrokeshire
The OHG funding for this popular family destination will enable it to reposition and to upgrade the visitor experience by improving the interpretation and planting, enhancing access around the garden, and developing new facilities and experiences. The focus here is on woodland play. New signs will be added, and greater emphasis placed on drawing visitors into the attractive sloping walled garden and its painted gazebo and water rill.  Work has already been down on the eco-friendly visitor building and cafe, which not only offers an wood burning stove but also a small library so visitors, particularly children, can check on the wildlife they have been seeing.
Notes to Editors:
1. One Historic Garden is part-funded by the EU’s Convergence European Regional Development Fund through Visit Wales and Welsh Government. 
2. A new One Historic Garden website launches on 25th March 2013

3. Press trips available

4. Large selection of images available
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